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“Today's environmental realities call us to examine anew how we live. As people 

of faith, we look to the scriptures for guidance for the choices we make in our lives. 

Genesis 1 says that when God created the heavens and the earth, God saw that 

everything was "very good." We learn in Genesis 2 that as humankind has the 

freedom to make moral choices, each of us lives with the responsibility for our 

personal actions or inactions. With God’s gift of free will, the prophet Micah 

guides us towards moral and responsible lifestyle choices: we are to do justice, 

love mercy, and walk humbly with our God [Mic.6:6-8].”  

                

- From the MA Conference Environmental Ministries challenge to congregations to be green. 

 

Kermit said it long ago, “It’s not easy being green.” And while he may have been 

singing about his color, the sentiment also fits for us as we think about being 

environmentally responsible. We are stewards of God’s creation, and we are 

charged with caring for the world around us. This applies to us as individuals and 

to us as a community, as a congregation.  

 

What does it look like to be green? Should we recycle more, use energy saving 

light bulbs, and have a more efficient heating system for the church? The answers 

are ‘yes,’ and so much more. 

 

On Sunday, January 22, 2012, The Reverend Jim Antal, the Minister and President 

of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ, will be visiting 

First Church Monson to talk about being green, about being an environmentally 

responsible congregation. He will share worship with us and lead a discussion after 

worship.  

 

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet our Conference Minister and President and 

to learn more about how we can be good stewards of the environment God has 

given us. Maybe Kermit was right, but perhaps being green isn’t that hard after all! 

 

See you in church, Bob 



Food, Friendship, and Fun 
 

The Christian Education ministry is hosting another family potluck and activity in 

January. We will begin with a potluck at 6:00 pm. Bring your favorite dish to 

share. When the meal has ended, children will go downstairs for games and simple 

crafts while adults stay upstairs for a planned activity. All will take place in the 

Fellowship Hall and SS area on the third Friday of the month. 

 

January 20, 2012 – Book, Toy, and DVD (no VHS’s) Swap 

   Clean out extra items after the holidays.  Stay and play! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A series of Communion Classes will start on 

January 8 and continue on Sundays until March 11, 

with no classes during the February school break, 

2/19 and 2/26. The classes will take place during 

regular Sunday school time (10:30-11:30 am) and 

are open to all children grade 2 and up to prepare 

for their first communion. The class will culminate 

with bread baking with Pastor Bob on Saturday, March 17
th

, from 10 am to 12 

noon. First Communion Sunday will be March 18, 2012. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your church is calling you to serve. Answer the call! 
 

Have you been thinking about getting more involved in the First Church? Are you 

ready to share your talents, energy and service with others? Now is the time to 

answer the call.  
 

The First Church is seeking covenant members to fill openings on the boards and 

committees. Throughout the month of January, we will be talking with you about 

these opportunities to serve. Please say yes when asked!  
 

Shalom and thanks from Church Council. 

 



On November 27, the first Sunday of Advent, we 

lit the first candle of advent in Sunday school as 

we began preparing for Christmas. The children 

enjoyed learning about hospitality and faith from 

their visit with Abraham and Sarah. Sarah 

welcomed the girls into her tent for refreshments, 

while Abraham entertained the boys outside. 

Both groups enjoyed their biscuits and jam with 

grape juice as they discussed ways to show hospitality to guests and how to behave 

when they are guests in someone else’s home. 

 

For the next two weeks, December 4 and 11, our PreK through Grade 5 children 

learned about the Christmas story and created crafts that symbolize what they 

learned. We also prepared for our Christmas pageant which was shared with the 

congregation during the service on the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 18. Our 

children practiced their parts and sang Away in a Manger and Joy to the World 

beautifully. Music is a wonderful way to celebrate the season and remember the 

true meaning of Christmas. The children brought joy to everyone in attendance. 

They should be very proud of themselves. 

 

The Grades 2 and 3 parents should have received the Communion Class schedule; 

classes will begin after New Year’s on January 8, 2012. If anyone has questions, 

please feel free to contact me. We are fortunate to have Elaine Harris volunteer 

once again to teach this class. This is a unique learning experience. Elaine has been 

teaching this curriculum for many years and all of the children that have taken the 

class in the past were glad they did. Miss Emily will assist her for the special 

communion classes. 

 

Our middle/high school students are continuing with their studies of world 

religions. The class had a special candlelight gathering on December 5 to learn 

about the green goddess tradition or Wicca celebration of the winter solstice with 

the Yule log. After the gathering, they shared "wassail" (hot mulled cider) and 

cookies and made beautiful Yule logs. Student learned that the Wicca religion has 

a belief in five classical elements, Air, Fire, Water and Earth, plus Aether (or 

Spirit), which unites the other four. Various analogies have been devised to explain 

the concept of the five elements; for instance, some wiccan use a tree as a symbol, 

which is composed of Earth (with the soil and plant matter), Water (sap and 

moisture), Fire (through photosynthesis) and Air (the creation of oxygen from 

carbon dioxide), all of which are believed to be united through Spirit.                  

 



The five elements are symbolized by the five points of the pentagram, the most 

prominently used symbol.  

 

This winter solstice ritual celebrates the turning of the Earth and the shortening of 

days with the darkness of winter. Then as the circle turns, so does the Earth, and 

then we have the warmth of the sun again as the days get longer. It's during the 

winter solstice that the Wiccan celebrate family.  

 

On December 11 the students learned about the Jewish Festival of Lights, 

Hanukkah. They played with dreidels and tried some latkes as they learned about 

the miracle of the oil. Our students were reminded that as Christians, we come 

together this time of year as one family to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We hope 

that during this holiday season, everyone can spend time with friends and family. 

When they light the candle in their Yule logs, they should be comforted that Jesus 

is our light, even in the darkness.  

 

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for a Blessed New Year! 

Lisa Borlen, Sunday School Superintendent  

 

 

 
 

 

The members of the tMAC Youth Group met on December 5
th

 at the Monson 

Developmental Center (MDC) to assemble "Welcome Home" boxes for tornado 

victims. The boxes were filled with goods that were donated during June for 

families that experienced significant losses. These items have been stored at MDC 

since the pantry at the church closed in August. At that time, the families were not 

in a position to accept these donations because they were displaced from their 

homes. We want them to know that they are remembered. During school vacation 

week, tMAC will be delivering boxes to families that have rebuilt their homes or 

secured more permanent housing.   

  

On Sunday, December 18
th

 tMAC celebrated Christmas and friendship. We shared 

goodies, listened to Christmas music, and played games.  Everyone had a 

wonderful time!                    

 



The Music Committee wants to thank Debra 
Kelley for playing the piano during the 
worship serv ice on December 3, 2011.  Anyone 
with a musical talent is encouraged to talk to 
our new organist, Michael -Thomas Gilman, or 
anyone on the Music Committee about sharing 
their gift during a worship service.   Also, the 

children's choir and the Sunday school classes are to be congratulated for 
their performance on Sunday, December 18th. Their presence during this 
Christmas season was very special. 
 

 

 

 

Hearts Willing Club’s Annual Game Night 
 

 
January 25, 2012 ~ 7 pm 

 

This is our annual Game Night - bring your favorite board game, playing cards, 

puzzle, etc. to play and share with everyone. This is a fun night so come and enjoy. 

 

The Hearts Willing Club recently completed several service projects. Nineteen gift 

bags were assembled and delivered to homebound members and friends. In 

response to a recent appeal, a donation of $375.00 was given to the Monson 

Emergency Fuel Fund. Once again this year, Hearts Willing Club participated in 

the Monson Open Pantry’s “Adopt a Family for Christmas” program. We 

purchased and wrapped gifts for a family of four; we also provided all the fixings 

for their Christmas dinner.  

 



Sanctuary Flower Reminder 

 
We have been blessed to have 
beautiful altar flowers in the 
Sanctuary on many Sunday 
mornings.  This is a reminder that 
anyone can provide these flowers ï 
to commemorate a special event or 
in memory of a loved one. You can 
either take the flowers home after 
Sunday service or request that a 
Deacon deliver them to a member or 
friend unable to attend services. 
 
The 2012 flower calendar and forms 

for donors to complete are in Fellowship Hall on the wall just inside the 
door near the bulletin board.   
 
Flowers may be ordered from a florist, picked from your garden, or 
purchased from the supermarket.  A nice silk arrangement would also be 
appreciated. Thank you for helping in this important ministry of First 
Church.  
 

 

 

 

Annual Reports are due in the Church Office by Monday, January 9, 2012. Please 

email them as digital, Word documents.  

 

 
 
 

Annual Meeting ~ February 5, 2012 following worship 
 

 



TRUSTEES’ CORNER 
 

News of the Steeple, Clock, Bell, etc. 
 

The reconstruction of the steeple is now in the advanced design phase.  Our 

architect Naish Artaiz, of URS in Connecticut, has determined the best materials 

with which to construct the steeple, given the goals of making the new steeple 

resemble the old as much as possible but, at the same time, reducing maintenance.  

If all goes well, the remainder of the old steeple will be demolished in the early 

spring, and the new steeple will be installed in the summer of 2012. 
 

The steeple base that remains standing will be disassembled and the existing 

foundation replaced with a concrete foundation.  The existing granite at the bottom 

of the steeple base will be reused.  Then the two levels of the steeple base will be 

made of white precast concrete cast in a factory and delivered to Monson for 

installation.  The sixteen-inch-thick exterior walls will replicate the look of the old 

steeple’s boards and paint.  Were these levels to be constructed of new boards and 

painted, they would look new and would not match the rest of the one-hundred-

year-old building.  Furthermore, they would require maintenance in the future, 

something that precast concrete does not require.  The remainder of the steeple will 

be made of metal and sprayed with a long-lasting finish.  Parts of the steeple will 

be made of fiberglass so that the steeple will be even better suited than the old 

steeple for use as a cell tower.  All of the detailed architectural features of the old 

steeple will be repeated in the new one. 
 

The temporary cell tower, affectionately known as a COW (cell on wheels), 

will soon be replaced with exterior panel antennas mounted on the cupola of the 

southeast tower.  These panel antennas will also be temporary, but the removal of 

the COW will allow machinery to maneuver on the front lawn and will be less 

susceptible to high winds than the COW. 
 

The clock faces on the outside of the steeple will be new and will duplicate 

the look of the previous clock.  The inner workings, however, will be nearly 

identical to the old Howard clock.  We will purchase a Howard mechanism, once 

used at Smith College, which has been stored by a clock expert in Wilbraham.  The 

clock works will be installed in a more accessible location in the tower than before 

for ease of maintenance. 
 

The bronze bell presents additional challenges.  Bells of this size are cast in 

The Netherlands, so to get the bell for a spring installation date, it must be ordered 

soon.  The new bell will be capable of being rung manually as the old one was. We 



are permitted 100 characters inscribed on the bell as a part of the hefty cost of 

casting.  The trustees do not want the responsibility of deciding what is said on the 

bell.  Church Council will make the final decision about wording at its January 15 

meeting, so if you want to offer any suggestions, please write your suggestions on 

a piece of paper and put them into the trustees’ mailbox in the church hallway.  

(Incidentally, the old bell had the date 1886 and the manufacturer’s name and 

address on it.)  We will be preserving that bell, probably on a granite stand in the 

front yard, but the details of this are still being discussed. 
 

 Parts of the church have been out of use since June and will continue to be 

unusable for months more. The balcony has been closed since the tornado as has 

the High Street entrance.   Although the trustees hope to keep the stairway to the 

balcony as is, this may not be possible because the configuration of the present 

stairs do not meet modern building codes.  A higher railing and a landing may have 

to be included in the new plans.  These details are being discussed with the 

appropriate authorities before action is taken.  The south entrance doors have been 

replaced with temporary ones to permit emergency egress.  Obviously, all of these 

doors will be replaced with doors of the same style and quality if they cannot be 

repaired.   
 

 The benches and pews from the balcony are being stored locally so that they 

do not interfere with demolition or construction.  All of the stained glass windows 

are being stored at Stained Glass Resources in Hampden where they will be 

repaired before re-installation with new mahogany frames. 
 

We appreciate the congregation’s patience as this long process continues.  

We are not doing any steps in a hurried manner.  We want the entire project to be 

done correctly for the benefit of all.  Good work takes time.  My thanks to 

everyone who is working on the steeple project.  Without his tireless efforts, we 

would not be where we are today. 

 

Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Please donate your used ink cartridges to the church. The 

cartridges are brought to Staples for credit on future purchases. 

 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, January 2 (New 

Year’s Day observance) and Monday, January 16 (Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day). 

 

The deadline for the February Messenger is Monday, January 16. 

 

 

 



 

January Sermon Titles & Scripture Readings 
 

 
 

   January 1, 2012 ~ New Year’s Day 

 Sermon: A Time to Sing 

 Revelation 21:1-6a, Matthew 25: 31-46 
 

   January 8, 2012 

 Sermon: Getting Started 

 Genesis 1:1-5, Mark 1: 4-11 
 

   January 15, 2012 

 Sermon: Getting the Message 

 1 Samuel 3:1-10, John 1:43-51 
 

   January 22, 2012 ~ Rev. Jim Antal Guest Preacher 

 Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Mark 1:14-20 
 

   January 29, 2012 

 Sermon: Don’t Idle  

 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28 
 

 

 

 

Dear Members of First Church: 
 

Our annual budget process is nearly complete.  If you have already turned 
in your commitment card for 2012, we thank you.  If you haven't, there is 
still time!  Just mail your 2012 card to the church office - or, if you would 
prefer, you can simply email the church office at 
office@firstchurchmonson.org  with your desired pledge for 2012 and we 
will record your commitment and send you a copy for your records. 
 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007598
mailto:office@firstchurchmonson.org

