Sermon: Seen and Heard

NRS 2 Peter 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly ded myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Choistwe had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory frond @@ Father when that voice was
conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, 'St my Son, my Beloved, with
whom | am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heardvibisce come from heaven, while we
were with him on the holy mountain. 19 So we hdeegrophetic message more fully
confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to ttas to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star risesour Yearts. 20 First of all you must
understand this, that no prophecy of scripturergagter of one's own interpretation, 21
because no prophecy ever came by human will, batand women moved by the Holy
Spirit spoke from God.

NRS Matthew 17:1 Six days later, Jesus took with Reter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain, by themse®/Asd he was transfigured before
them, and his face shone like the sun, and hibetobecame dazzling white. 3 Suddenly
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talkin inim. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus,
"Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wishyill make three dwellings here, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 5 Whilewees still speaking, suddenly a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a v&ad@, "“This is my Son, the Beloved;
with him | am well pleased; listen to him!" 6 Whthe disciples heard this, they fell to
the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jemue @nd touched them, saying, "Get
up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they lookegdthpy saw no one except Jesus
himself alone. 9 As they were coming down the maimtlesus ordered them, "Tell no
one about the vision until after the Son of Man Ib@sn raised from the dead."

Loving Creator shine as a light before me that y@y be seen and not I. Give me words
that | may speak, give us ears that we may hedrtranugh your Holy Spirit help us
understand.

Amen.

Today is Super Bowl Sunday. | am so glad that yeopte are here and not at home
watching the pre game show. You are probably TiMpit. | realize that millions of
Americans are going to watch the game today.usislly the most watched TV of the
year. Advertisers spend what sound like insane atsamf money to have their time
before the viewers.

I have to wonder how much is spent on this the ngakif these commercials. They often
have better writing than TV shows.

Millions of people will tune in to see the gametasappens.



Those people will know the outcome immediately. il be sure what happened,
because they saw it for themselves.

Later tonight, on the late news the scores wilkhewn, a report will be given.
Tomorrow morning it will continue. We will hear alitthe game and the results will be
broadcast far and wide. The chances are that e@pigowho did not see the game will
hear about it.

Let’s say that the Giants win today, like my wifeddis hoping. If | tell someone
tomorrow that | saw the game, and tell them thenGisvon. | would hope they would
believe me. | saw it for myself.

Or let’s say it is the Pats as | am hoping. | $thdne able to tell others and be believed.

Our Gospel passage today begins: six days lateio #bin the blank a bit, the 16th
chapter of Matthew is a discussion between Jesdidiardisciples about him being the
Messiah. Peter declares, you are the Son of God.

Chapter 17 continues this story by leading us ¢éocthmax, the mountaintop experience
of knowing Jesus.

Peter and James and John were taken up the motopailThey were probably
accustomed to this kind of outing with Jesus. Heyed in the wilderness and on
mountains, this was not unusual. Going off to prat these friends might be expected.

What happens when they arrive at the mountain @ ot expected. Jesus begins to
glow. His clothes, his face, he glows. Who knowstithis was, but the three saw this
whatever it was that happened.

Then Moses and Elijah were there with Jesus.theswo greatest heroes of the past
right there chatting with Jesus. This would be tkee of our presidential candidates
being visited by George Washington and Abe Lincoln.

Moses and Elijah make for a strong endorsemergsfs] authority.

Peter was deeply moved by this event, this expegigras overwhelming. | am sure they
were all moved, but we know that this experiencelstvith Peter.

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths whge made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we hachlegewitnesses of his majesty. 17
For he received honor and glory from God the Fatffezn that voice was conveyed to
him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Somy Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice conme freaven, while we were with him
on the holy mountain.



We have more and more people today claiming thaeitan’t prove that God exists,
then it is delusional to believe otherwise. Belmythat Jesus was more than a great
human would also be delusional.

There was actually a book out called the God Detusi

This is becoming a societal thing that we need fpfbime CSI generation wants the proof.
I heard this week or last that jurors are now sgirat they have trouble convicting
without DNA evidence.

Lawyers are concerned because cases that weredgrotraditional ways with witnesses
and such are suspect to people who want abso(Gtasted there have been mistakes
made in the past for many reasons, but there anelatds for deciding guilt and
innocence. Proof, how can we prove something? DA explain intent? Will it ever
see more than the simple facts?

What proof do we have that God created? That J#isedsand rose from the dead? That
the Holy Spirit breathes life into us?

We have Peter’s testimony; he was there that dayeard the voice saying “this is my
son.” We have other testimony.

The First Letter of John says it well, and, remembehn was also with Peter and James
that day:

We declare to you what was from the beginning, wweahave heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touch&daur hands, concerning the word
of life--

2 this life was revealed, and we have seen ittesiify to it, and declare to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was rkegetd us--

3 we declare to you what we have seen and heatthsgou also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Fatteand with his Son Jesus Christ.

In almost any court of law at least two witnessesreeded; here we have two.

Without going into all that we have in terms of ejtaesses, there are the rest of the
disciples who also witnessed and we have Paul ik&oothers, met Jesus after the fact.

We want to be sure; we want to follow the rightpat
My great grandmother came to the US from Italy3ayéars old. She was a very wise
woman and she had all kinds of little things sheilgull me aside and tell me some

little proverb. She had all these little of bitsvakdom.

She was very upset with me when | took up smokiggrettes in my late teens. | tried to
make her feel better by telling her | was cuttimgvd. She pulled me aside and told me a



story about a woman who had a habit of drinkingipscof tea a day. H -A- B- I- T She
cut out one cup but still had A BIT, she cut oseaond cup and was still BIT. She went
down to two cups but still had IT. When she gobne cup a day she still had T.

I thought she was pretty funny, but humored her.

What | found as | have lived a few more years & the was on to something. Habits can
own us, and if we hang on to even one piece oh#int , it is still there.

I needed to find these truths for myself, we needd that, we need to check things out
and try them. After | did, Great Grandma Vincenzadmsense after | had also seen and
heard for myself.

We have a vibrant and rich history here in Mongérst Church is a place where people
have come to see for themselves, they have commeatowith their own ears.

God has been present to this community duringd&y2ars. We could recall countless
examples of ways that God has been in the midsirsff Church. | have seen the Spirit of
God touching and moving and healing people hetbighplace. God is with us and if we
take the time to watch and to listen with spiriteafs, we can know God in ever new and
ever astonishing ways.

Today is our annual meeting. We come to discussfehef this church. This church
stands as a witness to our baptism into the Bodsifis Christ. We gather at the table to
be joined as one body.

That is what we are called to be is one body. Eituirch is one body, joined Jesus, and
led by the Holy Spirit. Whatever else we are , weethat. We have many ministries, but
these are not the church. We have committeeshbytare not the church. The church is
all of the body of this church gathered in Jesuaaahat is First Church.

| have been discussing my concerns recently beca@sid have challenges facing us in
this Post Christian time. If First Church is nog tlmain focus of our attention, all the
other ministries are at risk. If First Church stéyesng here, what then? What happens to
Nomads, or Habitat, or our music, or our Sundayo8thWhat happens to all that we do
here in Jesus name?

Jesus says see first the Kingdom and all good shivih be added unto you. Let’s be sure
that we remember the ways we have seen and heardt®Gark here in First Church.
Jesus has a use for this church, a call, a misBignye can only make that happen if we
have a strong church here.

As that happens we can look and see what God mgdand we can listen and hear our
Still Speaking God.

The Patriots and the Giants will play a game to@asen people who don’t watch the
game will hear about it. When we tell our storyGad in our lives, do people believe it



the same way? Do people want an eyewitness acobtwiv God has been working in
people’s lives?

How is God working here in Monson?

| want us to think about how we can put First Chuicst and put the ministry of Jesus
Christ first. Watching and listening for God amargy we can find the grounding that
began the church and nurtured the church throu@b 26ars of being in hot water. If we
do that, if we focus on what makes us a churdhinktall our other ministries would be
stronger.

If we make First Church a priority, we can leavis thurch even stronger for the next
generation. We will also have even more storigdsood we have seen and heard Jesus in
our midst.

We are here for one reason, to be Christ’'s people.
We are joined in one body.

Thanks be to God.
AMEN.



