Living
NRS Ezekiel 37:1 The hand of the LORD came uponand,he brought me out by the
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middl@aafalley; it was full of bones.

2 He led me all around them; there were very mging in the valley, and they were
very dry.

3 He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones livetiswered, "O Lord GOD, you know."
4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bondssanto them: O dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD.

5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: | wilkeabreath to enter you, and you shall
live.

6 1 will lay sinews on you, and will cause fleghdome upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall lived gou shall know that | am the LORD."
7 So | prophesied as | had been commanded; alngraghesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came togethee bwits bone.

8 | looked, and there were sinews on them, argh fltad come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them.

9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breatiph@®y, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four wind$§r€ath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live."

10 | prophesied as he commanded me, and the lraat into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones a&avtiole house of Israel. They say,
'‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;ieat off completely.’

12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thustbaysord GOD: | am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, YOpeople; and | will bring you back
to the land of Israel.

13 And you shall know that | am the LORD, wherpén your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people.

14 | will put my spirit within you, and you shdive, and | will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, havelsgn and will act, says the LORD."

NRS John 11:1 Now a certain man was ill, LazaruBethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anoitited_ord with perfume and wiped his
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ilE@the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
"Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4 But when Jesusald it, he said, "This illness does not
lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, sd tha Son of God may be glorified through
it." 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha aed $ister and Lazarus, 6 after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two daysdoirgthe place where he was. 7 Then
after this he said to the disciples, "Let us gdudea again.” 8 The disciples said to him,
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone yomg are you going there again?" 9
Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours ofglatd Those who walk during the day
do not stumble, because they see the light ofabitd. 10 But those who walk at night
stumble, because the light is not in them." 11 Adeeying this, he told them, "Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going theesvi@aken him." 12 The disciples said to
him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will beraht.” 13 Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought thatdeereferring merely to sleep. 14 Then



Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15 Borr gake | am glad | was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16 iftas, who was called the Twin, said to
his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we nolgy with him." 17 When Jesus arrived,
he found that Lazarus had already been in the foonrbdays. 18 Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many afdivs had come to Martha and Mary
to console them about their brother. 20 When Mahntherd that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21tMasaid to Jesus, "Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died. 22 Behaow | know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him." 23 Jesus said to'eur brother will rise again.” 24
Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise agamthe resurrection on the last day." 25
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection andféhelhose who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 26 and everyone whabvand believes in me will never die.
Do you believe this?" 27 She said to him, "Yes,d,dbelieve that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one coming into the world.'ViZiBen she had said this, she went
back and called her sister Mary, and told her peiya"The Teacher is here and is
calling for you." 29 And when she heard it, she gguickly and went to him. 30 Now
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but wdsastihe place where Martha had met him.
31 The Jews who were with her in the house, comgdler, saw Mary get up quickly and
go out. They followed her because they thoughtshatwas going to the tomb to weep
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and savshe knelt at his feet and said to
him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother wontd have died." 33 When Jesus saw
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her alsepivg, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, "Where hauvelga him?" They said to him,

"Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus began to weep. 3teStews said, "See how he loved
him!" 37 But some of them said, "Could not he wipewed the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?" 38 Then Jesus nagy@atly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying agéir® Jesus said, "Take away the
stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, saldno "Lord, already there is a stench
because he has been dead four days." 40 Jesus sa&id "Did | not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41 Sxytlook away the stone. And Jesus
looked upward and said, "Father, | thank you faningheard me. 42 | knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the s&kkeocrowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me." 43 When he hadth&dhe cried with a loud voice,
"Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came oubdmsls and feet bound with strips of
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesustsdidem, "Unbind him, and let him go."
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come witiyN&ad had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

Loving Creator shine as a light before me that y@y be seen and not I. Give me words
that | may speak give us ears that we may heatrendgh your Holy Spirit help us
understand.

Amen.

Ezekiel was a strange dude. He had some crazyngisite sees wheels in wheels, he
sees creatures of the strangest sort. And he sesdkew filled with bones.



Ezekiel was strange, but he had some good realsoBEgekiel’s time things were not
going so well. The economy was bad, oil prices wgreinflation was high and there
were no good jobs. There were wars that spreadsisand poverty. Political parties
were infighting. Oh no, wait, that is our time.

I guess some of those applied in Ezekiel's time bat they had it even worse.

These people were hauled off to another land asveap

Like Israel, the northern kingdom which was congde200 years earlier, Judah was
conquered. Once Judah fell, the captives were takBabylon.

They were just a shadow of their former selves.

They were taken from their homes and land and Wesg pressed into service.

They were distressed.
One of the songs that was written during this tismesalm 137:

By therivers of Babylon-- there we sat down and there we wept when we mérae=d
Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps.there our captors asked us for
songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, say@img us one of the songs of Zion!"
How could we sing the LORD's song in a foreign and

This lament shows the despair of a people cutrofhfall that made them God’s people.
They had nothing left. They were spent. They wikeedry bones, the remains of a once
living body.

The body needs water to live. It is a universahtthat humans share, we need water to
live. Get too dry and you die. These people haad loei€ off from the waters that kept
them alive, they were too dry.

As a former nurse, | am always pushing fluids. Weild go around in the nursing homes
and push the fluids on people.

In my work with hospice | saw some amazing things.
There was one patient | was sent to see. Al hawinel cancer.

The nurse said he was very close to the end. Qg | would go out to make him
comfortable for the end.

When | arrived for my visit, | would have agreediwihe nurse’s assessment. Ashen skin,
shallow respirations, very little response, Al wasy close to death.

I began my job of making sure he was clean and cdatfle. Even when people are near
death the gentle massage of a bed bath will catirsatile a person. The smallest
comfort is multiplied.



As | was wiping his face he tried to get at the hizdsth with his mouth. | tried putting
some water on his lips and he eagerly licked itafid then more and more. | gave him a
straw and he took a few weak sips of water. | caad working with him, remaking the
bed, and changing the linens , but every so ofteadld offer him a few sips of water
which he took with ever growing vigor.

| spent some time with his family as | got finishétis children were just gathering
together and had arrived to find dad at death’s.dblnis was a deep sadness for them
because there were some unresolved issues, and\Ngittieath, they would be left
unresolved.

As we talked, | would return to offer Al water. ldeentually finished a small glass of
water, and at the end of an hour, to everyone’szamant, Ed opened his eyes.

We readjusted him so he could see his family; b& toore water, and then Al began to
speak. Six ounces of water and a man who was néealg was brought back to life.

Israel was nearly dead, and Ezekiel has a visiaaley full of dry bones. They are
scattered around and have no life. This is Israel.

Ezekiel is commanded:

Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones,anit shem: O dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD.

Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: | will cdueath to enter you, and you shall
live.

Dem bones dem bones dem dry bones, hear the wding &brd.

God has a word for the dry bones.
My breath will enter you and you shall live.

God has a Word for the dry bones.

My breath will enter you. My breath, God says wikhke you live again.

Breath, this word in Hebrew is Ruah. It first apyzeia the second verse of Genesis, “and
the Spirit of God was over the waters.” Ruah istiteath of God, the Spirit. This is what
breathed life into creation. This is what we neetive.

Israel could live again if they allowed God’s bie&h breathe into them.

God has a Word for the dry bones.

And the bones obey and bone to bone, and sineingw sflesh and skin and breath and
life.



Israel could find new life, could receive the bheat God, and live again.

Israel had been through some ups and downs. Thiegdree through many dry times and
they had come out of it before. Even though hopensel beyond reach, God says to
Ezekiel, it is not too late; tell my people it istrioo late.

This is clearly a resurrection story, and that Is/wt is paired in the lectionary with the
raising of Lazarus.

Lazarus was Jesus’ friend. This is the person éevidh and stayed with.

Lazarus was ill and Mary and Martha sent word, cdireyour good friend is sick.
And then the scripture makes of point of saying Headilly dallied around for a few
days before getting on the road and arrives wayai® Lazarus is dead and buried.

Dead is pretty clear, no more life in the bones.
Lazarus was just the beginnings of a pile of drydso
While there was no life in his bones, God had adiwor those bones.

Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"
There is a word for the bones, come on out here.

| always wondered if | should try that. Usually wiheget a call to do a funeral | don't
begin by standing outside of Lombard’s and calforgthe person to come out. | feel like
this would be distressing for everyone involved.

But, as with the dry bones in the valley, this calot just any call, but it is a call from
God.

Lazarus does not just respond to any call, he refpto the voice of the master, he
comes out because he is called by the Word of Gloel breath of God entered him and
he walked out, still bound in the garments of debth now alive.

Dry bones are never too dry for the one who givevirsg water.

The living water offered by Jesus Christ , the tred God in the Holy Spirit these are
the same thing. This is the source of all life aristence.

It is odd that we use water and breath as imagdseasame thing. Our religious language
can never contain what God is, but these image$elpnus wrap our head around the
utter mystery of God, but | digress.

And so | wonder, is there anything too dried outGmd?

Can God breathe new life into the parched placesiofvorld?



Jesus found people who were spiritually dead gasmnta drink.
Jesus offered a breath of fresh air to people whie wuffocating.

He reached out to the undesirables, the ones whe tive driest, the tax collectors, the
poor, the widow, the orphan, the outcast, the peso

There was no limit, no barrier to God’s love.
Nothing is too dry for God’s healing love.

Jesus calls out with authority , O dry bones, hieamword of the LORD, and Lazarus gets
up and walks out of the tomb.

Israel was brought back to life. Just a few yeéter &zekiel has the vision of the dry
bones coming back to life, the Babylonians weretbvewn by the Persians, and the
children of Israel were sent home. Ezekiel's \nsigas true, Israel was to live again at
the word of the Lord.

My patient Al was brought back to life. He needddtke water to bring him back.

Despite the appearances Al did not die that daythenext 10 days Al was able to
spend time with his family, he was able to mendésnand restore his relationships.
Eventually the cancer began to sap his strengthyéth his family around him, Al
breathed his last, but not before he had the chianfved the healing he needed.

We all have a chance for redemption and restorat\mare always invited to come to
Jesus who tells the woman at the well: “whoevarldriof the water that | will give you
shall never thirst; but the water that | will giyeu will become in you a well of water
springing up to eternal life."

We should also remember that as he hung on his,dnessaid “I thirst”

Jesus knew what it was to be dry, to feel the wadglife and mortality. He thirsted as
life drained from his body.

God joined our existence in order to live as a huarad to die as a human in order to
share our joys and our pains.

Jesus thirsted, but the story does not end thesesXound the spring of life eternal. This
water wells up within us and nourishes us.

When we are spiritually dry we can call to Jesus.

When we are physically weak, we can find strength.

When we are meet challenges and can’t see a wap@tbem, Jesus is there to say
come out into the light.



| invite you to stop and look at the St. John’sIBibere. The illumination is of the raising
of Lazarus. Donald Jackson envisioned this scema the perspective of Lazarus.
Lazarus is in the darkness of the tomb and heoig out into the blinding light of
Christ. Jackson wondered what it would be likeetenter the world of light and life.

The Word of God is calling to you, come out ancakine deeply.
Come out and drink the living waters.

We are never too dry to be restored by the Spirét breath, the mighty wind of God.

Thanks be to God.
AMEN.



