Romans 12: 9 Let love be genuine; hate what is kell fast to what is good,

10 love one another with mutual affection; outde @nother in showing honor.

11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, sehesLord.

12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, peese in prayer.

13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extespitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and doungd them.

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with that® weep.

16 Live in harmony with one another; do not bedtdy, but associate with the lowly;
do not claim to be wiser than you are.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but takeugbt for what is noble in the sight of all.
18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on Yive, peaceably with all.

19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave foo the wrath of God,; for it is
written, "Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says Loed."

20 No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed thenthd&y are thirsty, give them something
to drink; for by doing this you will heap burningals on their heads."

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evtihwgood.

Matthew 16:21 From that time on, Jesus began tw $ti® disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the haintie elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day beedi

22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke $aying, "God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you."

23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behindSatan! You are a stumbling block to
me; for you are setting your mind not on divinentfs but on human things."

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any warttéoome my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.

25 For those who want to save their life will laseand those who lose their life for my
sake will find it.

26 For what will it profit them if they gain thehele world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life?

27 "For the Son of Man is to come with his angelthe glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done.

28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing hvene will not taste death before they see
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."

Loving Creator shine as a light before me that y@y be seen and not I. Give me words
that | may speak, give us ears that we may heatraendgh your Holy Spirit help us
understand.

Amen.

Jesus was a prophet.

In today’s reading he got his friends together &d them something. He told them
what would happen.



He said he would go to Jerusalem and undergo gudfatring at the hands of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, anthe third day be raised.

This was not what they wanted to hear. They watddtear something else, anything
else, not that their friend, their leader, the hopksrael was going to die. Who would
want that? Who wants a loved one to die?

Peter comes to Jesus and says "God forbid it, LB must never happen to you."

Peter was probably expressing the feeling of thelevgroup. Perhaps they encouraged
him “You tell him Peter, he listens to you.” But his concern seems lost on Jesus who
says he is an opponent, the word Satan means adyersopponent. Peter is opposing
God, opposing Jesus, and that is not acceptable.

Peter’s reasons were understandable, though, gom’think? He could not see anything
to be gained by Jesus’ death. He was focused oottiee kind of profit; Miriam Webster

defines this kind of profit, the one with an ‘f's gain or a valuable return. What was to

be gained by Jesus’ death? Where was the vali@ in i

Peter’s personal attachment was actually keepimgfitem the larger truth of God’s will.
This is why he was focused on the profit with dratfd couldn’t understand the words of
Jesus the Prophet.

| think we all deal with this issue in our lives.

Paul dwells on this often in his letters. He caostsavhat he calls the life of the flesh with
the life of the Spirit.

For those who are according to the flesh set theminds on the things of the flesh,

but those who are according to the Spirit, the thigs of the Spirit. For the mind set

on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirs life and peace, because the

mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for iloes not subject itself to the law of
God, for it is not even ableto do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

We might think of flesh as the bodily things, threature things of life. Paul speaks of the
flesh in terms of greed, jealousy, envy, lust, #midgs like that. These things are the way
of the world.

In this world, when we are in pain and want it t@l@nd Paul saybe patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer.

When we see a stranger we may be inclined to talkdemsive positianPaul says:
extend hospitality to strangers.

If someone is persecuting us we may want to gibadk to them, but Paul sayess
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse theDo not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sigt of all.



This all goes counter to the way the world works.
These are the ways of Jesus the Prophet, not the afdhe world of the flesh, a world
that seeks profit.

The confirmation class goes to New York each yasd, for the past few years we have
walked to Times Square where we get to see théssagid hear sounds at what could be
called the heart of the modern world, a Mecca efftlsh.

Several times we have seen Naked Cowboy, who, wbilguite fully naked, is a
monument to the flesh.

We can see signs everywhere selling every condeitgpe of goods and services. There
are always people there on the streets trying Wwkimg something, trips, shows, bus
tours, and anything else that might make them &tpro

One of the newer stores is M&M World, three floofsM&M merchandise. | like
M&Ms just fine, but those tasty little chocolateats are now the reason for a
merchandising bonanza, someone decided they cetilthgre profits by having a
Disney-like center for their product.

Outside the billboards are huge, TV screens cowidibgs in moving living color, and it
is as if every square inch of Times Square is daltd selling something. This is after all
what the world needs: profits the kind that meawalaable return.

Is that the bottom line?

Should profits be the whole story?

In his book Mustard Seed Versus McWorldm Sine says that McDonalds has become
the most recognized logo in the world. He contragtsapproaches in the world, the

global commercialization exemplified by McDonaldayich he calls McWorld and the
mustard seed faith of Jesus.

He says that “Christians have the challenging tdg$inding a way to be part of the
world, in all its dimensions, while doing battletivany values that we believe are
contrary with God’s new global order.”

This is where Peter got messed up, he was moresgweat with what he thought was
important and was going counter to what God wasgloi

The Bible has no problem with having a valuablenetJesus does not discourage us
from doing well or from enjoying life, but, for Jes profits, making money, satisfying
the flesh is not the bottom line. The bottom limsharing the love of God and doing
God’s will.



We are creature of the flesh, but how we live ashly creatures is important. Where is
our focus? Is it on making money at all costs? tsmisatisfying all our creature desires
for rich food, sex, feel good drugs, or fashionPi@mber the old Billy Crystal bit, “it is
better to look good than to feel good.”

Today looking good in business has to do with retiand gains, with profits and bottom
lines, it has to do with stock prices and sharedroédrnings. If the shareholder will do
better if the company cuts out health insuranggemsions, then that is often what is
done. Workers are finding less and less loyaltynftarge corporations whose primary
motivation is making money.

Once upon a time, there was an expectation in Ara¢hat a person could go to work for
a company and stay there till retirement. The biitsild get paid, and, in the end, a
pension might take care of the person in retireniEms was the case for many blue
collar workers, the laborers who are the bedrodgkefAmerican economy.

We are celebrating Labor Day this weekend. Thigdaglbegan as a celebration
honoring he commitment of the American worker. Totl@imply marks the end of the
summer season, and it is a chance for a nice tagaveekend for people.

| think we need to remember that it is the labavbo makes it possible for this country
to function. Today those laborers are often workag or three part-time jobs because
then employers don’t have to pay for benefits.

What are we about?

Are we becoming a society where profits and greedree cornerstones? Are we a nation
that has embraced the flesh in ways that leave mpaagle behind so others can get their
wants met?

| think we all want our needs met, but how we dat th important. Where is faith?

Does it have a place in how we do business, owardistracted by what we want, by the
flesh?

When Peter said to Jesus God forbid it- don’téeas; he was responding to his own
wants, his fleshly desire to keep his friend wiiltmhHe wanted to control the situation,
not to allow faith to be his guide. He was not iegthe prophet.

Greg Mobley, professor at Andover Newton Theolog8zhool says that what the
prophets are able to do is to see through. Theyhseagh into what is likely to happen
given the current situation.

This is what got Elijah and Elisha in trouble;stthe same thing that made Jeremiah the
fun person he was to be around. People did not teamtar the words of the prophets
when they gave them bad news. They were often dlarsd the targets of attacks.



Jesus was seeing through to what would happenképefollowing God’s will. He knew
that if he continued to preach the love of Gothgfcontinued to speak of God’s abundant
forgiveness, he would face the ire of the poweas tie.

He knew what would happen to him. He would facesitan, and abuse, he would
undergo great suffering at the hands of the eldedschief priests and scribes, and be
killed. This was too much for Peter to hear.

Peter seems not to have heard the whole messagghttHe seems to have heard only
that Jesus would suffer and die. What he missedheaest of the story: and on the third
day be raised.

That changes everything.
He would die, and on the third day be raised up.
Here is the valuable return.

Jesus was able to see the whole picture througfaitiiethat he had. Through his
acceptance of God’s will, through the particuldt gf prophecy that he had, he knew
what must happen.

He was not distracted by the realities of the flegthis own wants; he had a clear vision
of what God was doing, and what God would do.

Jesus was prepared to give up his life, not bedaeseanted to, not because he liked the
idea, but because he knew his death does bringed iggturn. We all gain, we all profit if
we accept the sacrifice he made and the promideampty tomb.

Following Jesus is a great challenge for this reabecause he asks us to find faith in
God. He asks us to find a faith like a mustard skatiwill lead us to the empty tomb to
see for ourselves what God can do.

That mustard seed of faith often looks small amsigmificant next to the challenges and
troubles of the world, but it will do. It seems ufiicient compared to the world of the
flesh, the world of greed and selfishness, b #li we really need to find the truth. It is
through God’s truth that we can see how things khioe.

Jesus asKsvhat will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?”

Jesus came to offer us life in all its abundannd,tee opened the doors of death so we
might have life eternal, all this is ours if wetéisllow the right prophet.

To God be all the glory.
AMEN.



