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As a Christian community of faith and love,
we at First Church strive to accept and respect all people.

- Core Values, 2022
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First Church of Monson, Congregational
United Church of Christ
Fourth Sunday of Easter

April 21, 2024

Prelude The King of Love My Shepherd Is - Charles Callahan (1951-2023)

Welcome and Announcements

A Time for Children

Introit

Celebration of Baptism
Rosalie A. Fox

*Passing of the Lord’s Peace

*Call to Worship

L: Christ our Savior is risen from the dead! Alleluia!

P: Break forth into joy! Sing together! The Holy One
comforts those whose hearts are broken in sorrow.

L: We who once su�ered in death, we who once cried in
despair—

P: Now we know the victory over death, the joy over
despair! For God has raised Christ from the grave! The
tomb is empty and death has been defeated for all the
earth!

*Opening Hymn Baptized in Water (Page 1)
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*Morning Prayer

God of grace, you have come to us in Jesus Christ so we may
have new life— here on earth with each other. You seek that
we surrender to your grace completely and change our
lives— so we may know new strength in you, so we may
love beyond frustrations, so we may help and serve as a
witness to your power and grace. Be in all our days, for we
pray in the name of the Risen Christ. Amen

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen. Amen.

Anthem You Are All I Want - Lori True

Giving of Ourselves
Call to O�ering

To be a Christian in this day and age is to o�er up our
lives and deaths to God. These gifts are the sign of
the o�ering of our whole lives.

O�ertory They’ll KnowWe Are Christians (Page 7)

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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*Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, receive these our gifts. May they be used
to enhance and enrich the work of this, our church, and
the realm in which you have called us to serve.

First Reading 1 John 3:16-24
16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.
17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet
refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in word or
speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our
hearts before him
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater
than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before
God; 22and we receive from himwhatever we ask, because
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another,
just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them.
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit
that he has given us.

Second Reading John 10:11-18
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
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coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the
wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I knowmy own andmy
own knowme, 15just as the Father knowsme and I know
the Father. And I lay downmy life for the sheep. 16I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay downmy life in order to take it up
again. 18No one takes it fromme, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this command
frommy Father.”

*Sermon Hymn Good Shepherd, You Know Us (Page 8)

Sermon Parable of the Trapeze/ A Pathway to Change

Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father and Mother, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil for
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*Closing Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Page 9)
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*Benediction

Postlude In Thee Is Gladness - Dale Wood (1934-2003)

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 6



*Those who are able are invited to stand. 7



*Those who are able are invited to stand. 8



*Those who are able are invited to stand. 9



Serving You Today

Worship Leaders
Ministers of the Congregation All Members of First Church
Pastor Rev. Jack Kraaz
Director of Music Ministries Kiel Krommer
Greeters/Ushers Elaine Carlin & EdMaia
Lay Reader Deb Shepard
Fellowship Dan Newberry

O�cers
Moderator Cindy DeSellier
Clerk Carol Mullen
Treasurer Suzanne Kelley
Chair, Board of Deacons Jeanne Dill
Chair, Board of Trustees David Sanborn

Members at Large Lynn Galica
Elaine Harris
Mary Newland

Sta�
Church Administrator Lee Brahen
Sunday School Superintendent Erin Greene Wallace
Custodian Linda Whippie

O�ce Hours, Pastoral Care, and Contact Information

The o�ce is open Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. Pastor Jack is in the o�ce on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and at
other times by appointment. You can always leave a message on the
church answering machine at 413-267-3312 when the o�ce is not
sta�ed or contact the o�ce by email at o�ce@firstchurchmonson.org.

mailto:office@firstchurchmonson.org


IN OUR LOVE AND PRAYERS

Please complete a Prayer Request Form and place it in the o�ering
plate if you wish to include a name in next Sunday’s bulletin. Your
loved one will remain on the prayer list for one month, after which
youmay resubmit a request if necessary.

For healing and support:
Kwaku DarkoMensah Martha Warren
Julie Jeannette
Mike Kurasinski Douglas Maliar

For comfort in grief:
The family of Glenn Putek
The family of Ricky Nash

For strength and comfort during war:
The people of Ukraine
The people of Israel and Gaza

For all service people, wherever they may be:
Chelsea Carr Stephen Dill, USN
Tim Olson, USN Malik Pugh, USMC
Michael Wales, USN



This Week in the Life of the Congregation

April 21, Sunday OPEN PANTRY
8:00-9:45 a.m. - Let’s Eat Breakfast (F/K)
10:00 a.m. - Worship (S)
11:00-11:30 a.m. - Fellowship (F)

April 22, Monday 3:00-4:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts (SSA)

April 24, Wednesday 6:00-8:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts (SSA)
7:00-9:00 p.m. - Hearts Willing (F/K)
7:00-8:00 p.m. - Taizé Rehearsal (C)

April 25, Thursday 5:30-6:30 p.m. - Zumba Class (SSA)
6:30-8:00 p.m. - Choir Practice (C)

April 27, Saturday 7:00-8:30 a.m. - AAMeeting (L)

April 28, Sunday 10:00 a.m. - Worship (S)
11:00-11:30 a.m. - Fellowship (F)
7:00-9:00 p.m. - Taizé Service

C - Julie Sprague Chapel
F - Fellowship Hall
K - Kitchen
L - Library
PS - Pastor’s Study
S - Sanctuary
SSA - Sunday School Auditorium
SS - Sunday School Classroom
SSC - Silver Street Chapel



Church News

Messenger Deadline - April 22
Please email carellen7@gmail.com

Homeless Package Collection. The Sunday School children are putting
together homeless care packages and need your assistance. They would like to
assemble 20 bags with the following items: feminine products, deodorant,
toothpaste/toothbrush, hand sanitizers, socks, gallon-size ziploc bags, bottled
water, cross key chain, pocket-sized bible, and sanitizing wipes. If they collect
more items, they will create more bags. Itemsmay be left in Fellowship Hall in
the donation box. Please donate what you can!

Hearts Willing Club is sponsoring a Drum Circle onWednesday, April 24, at
7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. All are invited. Dave Curry will be the drum
facilitator. If you have a drum, please feel free to bring it; if not, drums will be
available to rent for the evening. Be prepared for a fun and informative evening
of gentle drumming. Reservations are required by Sunday, April 21. There is a
sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. There is a $3.00 drum rental charge, which
can be paid at the door. The evening is free if you bring your own drum.
Refreshments will be served after the Drum Circle.

Taizé Concert. Under the direction of Kiel Krommer, Director of Music
Ministry, First Church of Monson will hold a service of Taizé Music on Sunday,
April 28, at 7:00 p.m. This ecumenical service of music andmeditation is free
and open to the public. A reception will follow the service.

Tag Sale/Craft Fair. Have you done spring cleaning and wish you could have a
tag sale, but you don't have a good location? Set up a tent in our parking lot in
the center of town. Have a lot of stu�, rent 2 spaces. Been working all winter
making crafts? Here's your chance to sell them. If you have items and/or crafts
for sale, please sign up for a site at the First Church parking lot. We have
approximately 25 10'x10' spots available for $25 each to set up your tag sale
and/or craft booth. This event is a Fundraiser for First Church Outreach
Missions. The event will be from 10am to 3pm on Saturday, May 11, 2024
(rain date May 18) and youmay begin to set up your booth at 7am. Please go to
our website, www.firstchurchmonson.org, and click on the Tag Sale/Craft Fair
logo to sign up for a site.

mailto:carellen7@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmonson.org




Welcome to First Church

Welcome! If this is your
first or second Sunday
with us, we are grateful
that you’ve come to be

with us this morning. It is our
hope that you experience the
love of Christ and God’s
presence during our worship. If
you have any questions at all
about where to go or what to
do, our deacons, ushers, and
churchmembers are here to
assist in making you feel right
at home, so please do not
hesitate to ask.

All members and guests
are encouraged to wear name
tags. Guests may obtain a
temporary adhesive name tag
from an usher.

The Sacrament of
Communion is o�ered the first
Sunday of the month. All are
welcome to partake of the
Lord’s Supper. It is up to
parents to decide whether their
children are ready to receive
this Sacrament.

Handicapped parking and
a wheelchair ramp to the
church and Fellowship Hall are
on the High Street side of the
building. Hearing assistive
devices are available from the
ushers.

Fellowship Hour begins
after worship in Fellowship
Hall (just follow the crowd).
Please join us for refreshments
and conversation.

Our Let’s Eat breakfast is
on the third Sunday of each
month. Come enjoy a hearty
breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. before worship.
Donations are gratefully
accepted but not required.

Learnmore. If you would
like to learn more about First
Church, please call us at (413)
267-3312, email to
o�ce@firstchurchmonson.org, or
visit our website at
http://www.firstchurchmonson
.org.

Nomatter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!

http://www.firstchurchmonson.org
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